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Press Release
From: Hong Kong Centre for Human Rights
Date: 28 May 2023

Contact: info@hkchr.org

Hong Kong human rights group condemns Hong Kong Government’s
first arrests under the new national security law
The Hong Kong Centre for Human Rights condemns the Hong Kong government for arresting six people
today for sedition under section 24 of the new national security law passed in March 2024, the
Safeguarding National Security Ordinance. The arrestees include Chow Hang-tung, who is currently in
detention awaiting trial for subversion as the vice-chair of the Hong Kong Alliance in Support of the
Democratic Patriotic Movements of China. We believe the arrests are aimed at suppressing opinion
leaders advocating for accountability for the 1989 Tiananmen Square Massacre, creating a chilling
effect before 4" June to prevent any speech or activities related to commemorating or demanding

accountability for the incident in Hong Kong.

The Hong Kong government has weaponized the law to infringe on citizens' rightful exercise of free
speech. At the same time, the government's approach confirms the concerns of United Nations human
rights experts regarding the enactment of the new national security law. The experts had pointed out
that the provisions for sedition are vague. It is unclear what constitute bringing a citizen into “hatred”,
“contempt” or “disaffection” against the government. Also, the sanctioned actions do not necessarily
connect to inciting physical violence or harm. The experts noted that the undefined concepts in the
criminal legislation could be misused and arbitrarily applied, posing very real risks to dissidents.
Additionally, the severe punishments under the law may further promote self-censorship and erode

Hong Kong's already severely impacted civic space.

The Centre is concerned whether the police would restrict the six arrestees’ right to legal
representation during police custody, pursuant to sections 79 and 80 of the Safeguarding National
Security Ordinance. UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers stipulates that “[a]ll persons are entitled
to call upon the assistance of a lawyer of their choice to protect and establish their rights and to defend
them in all stages of criminal proceedings.” We emphasize that seeking legal assistance is a
fundamental right, and delaying or restricting this right is detrimental to the detainees and pose a risk

of judicial unfairness.

The Hong Kong Centre for Human Rights urges the Hong Kong government to immediately release the

six individuals, including to comply with the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention's request to
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release Chow Hang-tung immediately and provide her with enforceable rights to compensation and
other reparations in accordance with international law. In the opinion issued to the Hong Kong
government on 1°* May, 2023, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention found that the arrests
and detention of Chow stem from long-term harassment and targeting by the Hong Kong authorities
for her peaceful exercise of freedom of speech and assembly and are therefore arbitrary as they are
discriminatory. The Working Group concluded that Chow Hang-tung's deprivation of liberty is
considered arbitrary detention, violating Articles 2, 9, 14, 19, 21, and 26 of the International Covenant

on Civil and Political Rights.

The Hong Kong Centre for Human Rights also urge the Hong Kong Government to stop suppressing
Hong Kong people’s right to commemorate the June 4" incident, and to guarantee Hong Kong people’s

right to exercise their freedoms of expression and peaceful assembly without fear.

Background

Today (May 28), the National Security Department of the Hong Kong Police arrested five women and
one man (a total of six people), including Chow Hang-tung, who is currently in detention, on suspicion
of violating section 24 of the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance which provides for the sedition
offence. The police alleged that Chow Hang-tung used the social media page “Chow Hang Tung Club”
since April 2024 to continuously post seditious content about the June 4" Incident, inciting hatred
against the central government, the SAR government, and the judicial authority, and intending to incite
netizens to organize or participate in illegal activities later. This is the first arrest operation taken under
the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance since its enactment in March 2024. According to the
relevant provisions, the maximum penalty for sedition under the Safeguarding National Security

Ordinance is seven years of imprisonment.
Reference:

UN Human Rights Experts’ opinions on the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance,

https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownlLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gld=28893

Opinion by the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention,
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/detention-wg/opinions/session96/A-
HRC-WGAD-2023-30-AEV.pdf

UN Basic Principles on the Role of Lawyers, https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-

mechanisms/instruments/basic-principles-role-lawyers
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About us

Hong Kong Centre for Human Rights is established in 2022 by a group of human rights defenders from
Hong Kong with background in policy and legal research. We aim to provide credible information on
Hong Kong’s legal, political, and human rights development with the goal of supporting the resilient

civil society of Hong Kong and upholding international human rights standards.
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