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April 2025

The Hong Kong Human Rights Report 2024, prepared by the Hong Kong Centre for Human Rights,
offers a comprehensive evaluation of the human rights situation in Hong Kong amid the ongoing
entrenchment of authoritarian rule under the national security regime. Drawing on developments
throughout 2024, the report documents systemic patterns of repression across legal, administrative,
cultural, and digital domains. It highlights a coordinated effort to dismantle the rule of law, restrict
civil liberties, and isolate the city from international oversight.

Key Insights

1.

Expansion of the National Security Regime

The enactment of the Safeguarding National Security Ordinance (SNSO) in 2024 has significantly

expanded Hong Kong’s national security apparatus. Building on the 2020 National Security Law

(NSL), the SNSO empowersthe executiveto overridejudicial processes, curtail fair trial guarantees,
and assert extraterritorial jurisdiction. The decisions made by the Committee for Safeguarding

National Security of the HKSAR are explicitly binding and beyond judicial review, and the Chief
Executive may issue binding national security certificates at any time.

Erosion of Judicial Independence and Access to Justice

The judiciary has been sidelined in national security matters, with executive authorities exerting
direct influence over legal outcomes. Restrictions on legal representation, declining approval rates
for legal aid, scrutiny of crowdfunding, and the imposition of punitive cost orders have fostered a
hostile environment for public interest litigation. High-profile legal reprisals against civil society
actors have created a chilling effect on access to justice.

Escalation of Surveillance and Transnational Repression

The deployment of state surveillance—both physical and digital—has intensified. In 2024, the
Government expanded its CCTV infrastructure and signalled interest in Al and facial recognition
technologies. Online expression remains heavily policed, with multiple sedition prosecutions
targeting social mediaactivity. Alarmingly, evidence has also surfaced of transnational surveillance
targeting the diaspora, including a foiled intelligence operation in the United Kingdom.

Administrative Harassment and Indirect Suppression

Routine regulations—such as tax audits, venue restrictions, and licensing requirements—are
enforced selectively to suppress dissent. Journalists, artists, educators, and community organisers
have encountered increasing constraints through opaque bureaucratic decisions. These measures
weaponise legality to attain political control while upholding a facade of administrative neutrality.
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Hong Kong has seen no major demonstrations since 2020. Preventive policing, selective
enforcement, and the indefinite threat of prosecution have effectively neutralised protest rights. As
ofMarch 2024, over 7,300 individualsarrested in connection with the 2019 protestsremainin legal
limbo, facing an ongoing threat of charges without closure.

5. Suppression of Peaceful Assemblies and Civic Participation

6. Increased Censorship in Cultural and Educational Spaces

Cultural expression is increasingly subject to ideological scrutiny. Concerts, plays, and book fairs
have been cancelled for vague reasons, while books are removed from libraries and schools deny
access to critical artists. Patriotic education is systematically integrated into the curriculum
alongside new methods for monitoring ideological conformity in schools.

Recommendations

This report provides twenty-six targeted, actionable recommendations for various stakeholders, with
key highlights outlined below:

7. Governments are urged to implement a rights-based foreign policy regarding Hong Kong, impose
targeted export controls, support civil society and independent media, and enhance pathways for
Hongkongers who wish to relocate.

8. The United Nations should enhance monitoring of Hong Kong, request country visits, document
all forms ofrepression, and safeguardindividuals who engage with UN mechanisms from reprisals.

9. Businessesand financial institutions should apply strong human rights due diligence, resist coercive
legal requests, and prevent complicity in digital repression and censorship.

10. The Hong Kong and Chinese governments are urged to revoke the NSL and SNSO, release all
political prisoners, cease all forms of transnational repression, restore judicial independence, and
protect the freedoms of expression, assembly, and association.

Conclusion

The findings of this report reveal that repression in Hong Kong is no longer episodic or isolated; it is
systematic, entrenched in law, and increasingly transnational in scope. Despite government assertions
of stability and normalcy, the lived reality is one of escalating censorship, fear, and legal retribution.
Nonetheless, the resilience of Hong Kong’s people remains evident in their creativity, persistence, and
continued engagement, both locally and abroad.

The erosion of human rights in Hong Kong poses a significant challenge to the international
community’s dedication to democratic values and the rule of law. Urgent, coordinated action is
necessary to support those defending human rights in the city and to avert the further normalisation of
authoritarian practices under the pretence of national security.
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Full Report: https://tinyurl.com/HKreport2024 E

About us

Hong Kong Centre for Human Rights is established in 2022 by human rights defenders from Hong Kong
with background in human rights, policy, and legal research. We aimto provide credible information on
Hong Kong’s legal, political, and human rights development with the goal of supporting the resilient civil
society of Hong Kong and upholding internationa human rights standards.
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